
Thursday 6 November 2014 Geological Society Library 

Following the resignation in 
June 1842 of the incumbent 
William Lonsdale, who unsur-
prisingly had to take early re-
tirement due to ill health caused 
by overwork, the Society re-
ceived six applications for the 
post of curator, including one 
from Edward Charlesworth, un-
employed and back in London. 
 
Despite glowing references and 
previous experience, Charles-
worth’s application was rejected. 
William Buckland and Richard 
Owen, both of whom had been 
publicly criticised in the Appen-
dix to the 39th Number strongly 
objected, resulting in the Socie-
ty’s Council ruling him 
’ineligible to apply’.  
 
 
 

 
 
The affronted Charlesworth de-
clared that Council had acted 
illegally, and rallied his sup-
porters, termed the ’Norwich 
Requisitionists’, to petition for a 
Special General Meeting. Re-
sorting once more to the print-
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Unexceptionable references will be required. 

Applications to be made to Mr R I Murchison, 

President, Geological Society, Somerset House, 

London WC2. 

ing press to outline his grievanc-
es, Charlesworth accused Council 
of failing to follow the regula-
tions set out in the Society’s Char-
ter and therefore acting outside of 
its power. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The SGM was held on 2 Decem-
ber 1842, to hear the findings of 
the special committee (which in-
cluded Charles Darwin) estab-
lished to examine the actions of 
Council. The report stated that 
Council did have the power to ap-
point members of staff and Char-
leworth’s application was rejected 
as they believed that he “[did] not 
possess that judgment and discre-
tion, which they conceive to be 
indispensable in the character of 
the person by whom those duties 
are to be discharged”. The motion 
to acknowledge and accept the ex-
planation was carried unani-
mously by the 108 Fellows pre-
sent. 
 
Two weeks later, Edward Forbes 
was appointed to the post. 


